
 

The highlight of this short week has been the Senior students and their efforts at camp.  It was great to see them 

enjoying this experience and giving their best efforts in trying something new or challenging.  For many of our 

students this is their first camping experience at school and is a great preparation for the longer, out of province 

Intermediate Team.  Camp is more than just the activities the students 

partake in.  It’s also about the experience of being away from home with 
others that allows students to develop connections with a wide range of 

other students right across the team as well as with staff and camp parents 

that is a valuable outcome.  There is always a noticeable change to class 

culture when they return to school - after a good sleep.  Thanks must go to 

the Senior Team teachers for their hard work that allows camps like this to 

go ahead and also to the parents who volunteered to be camp parents, many 

taking time away from their families and work to support our students to 

have these experiences. 

 

A group of our Intermediate students took on the challenge of golf at the Ngamotu Golf Club 

on Monday.  This is part of the Outdoor Academy programme which offers Intermediate 

students the chance to give new things a go each term.  We have received some excellent 

feedback from the parents who attended about the respect shown by the students and the 

way they supported each other in such a positive way.  Well done to all the  

students involved for being such great ambassadors for our school. 

 

With Easter approaching, we are rapidly closing in on the end of Term One.  We will close out 

the term with each team having a Celebration Day activity acknowledging all the students 

who meet our behaviour expectations day after day.  The students always enjoy these 

activities, which range from a teddy bears’ picnic to pool time with the inflatables.  It is great 

to see how many students we have who live our school vision and values each day. 
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Accept others for  

who they are 

Looking Ahead 
 Monday 1 April Tuesday 2 April Wednesday 3 April Thursday 4 April Friday 5 April 

W
e

e
k

 1
0

  

 

EASTER MONDAY 

 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

 

 

EASTER TUESDAY 

 

SCHOOL CLOSED 

 

● 8:00 Breakfast Club 

● 9:00 New Entrants’ 
Transition Visit 

● 2:00 Kapa Haka group 

practice 

 

● Interschool Swimming 

Sports Y6-8 

● 8:00 Breakfast Club 

● 10:00 Singing 

Assembly 

 

 

 Monday 8 April Tuesday 9 April Wednesday 10 April Thursday 11 April Friday 12 April 
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● 8:00 Breakfast Club 

● Immunisation catch 

ups Y7/8 

● Hearing/Vision 

testing new entrants 

● Vision testing Y7 
 

 

● Lost property on 

display 

● Intermediate Team 

Celebration @ pool 

 

● Pizza Day 

● 8:00 Breakfast Club 

● 9:00 New Entrants’ 
Transition Visit 

● Kids’ Literacy Quiz 

● 2:00 Kapa Haka group 

practice 

● Senior Team 

Celebration 

 

● 8:00 Breakfast Club 

● 10:00 Celebration 

Assembly 

● Junior Team 

Celebration 

● Middle Team 

Celebration 

● LAST DAY OF TERM 



 

Teacher Only Day – Friday 31 May 

The Ministry of Education has directed schools to take a Teacher Only Day next term for staff to develop their work 

on the revised curriculum areas. The Board has decided this will happen on Friday 31 May which links to King’s 
Birthday on Monday 3 June.  We understand that this impacts on our community and certainly don’t take these 
decisions lightly.  We thank you for your support and hope the advanced warning will lessen the impact.  

 

Easter Tuesday 

A reminder that school is closed for Easter on Friday 29 March, Monday 1 April and Tuesday 2 April.  School resumes 

as normal on Wednesday 3 April. 

 

Hearing and Vision Testing 

Vision and hearing screening is completed by Te Whatu Ora Health New Zealand Vision and Hearing Technicians at 

our school.  The technician will be visiting our school on Monday 8 April to test eligible children for vision and/or 

hearing.  Eligible children include:   

New Entrants - Routine screening is completed for children who are new to school, and/or have not completed 

their B4 School Check and/or require further testing post B4 School Check.  

Year 7 students - Routine vision screening is completed for all Year 7 students and Year 8 students who have not 

completed the Year 7 screening and/or students that require further testing. 

 

If you have any queries or concerns, or do not wish for your child to have this screening done, please contact the 

school office. 

 

Pizza Day 

Pizza Day is on Wednesday 10 April to raise funds for the Student Council Legacy Project.  Please return 

the order form and correct money to the Office ‘Dropbox’ by 12pm next Friday 5 April.  
 

Winter Sports 

We are looking for a coach for our Year 7/8 volleyball team. If you, or anyone you know, would be 

interested in helping out with our volleyball team, please email sport@bellblock.school.nz as soon 

as possible.  

A reminder that registrations for Year 7/8 volleyball close this Friday.  Please register via the link 

on our website:  www.bellblock.school.nz . 

 

Intermediate Camp 

The Intermediate Camp to Forest Lakes, Otaki will be held from Monday 23 September – Friday 27 September 

2024.  A permission slip was published on the @school app this week requesting expressions of interest for parent 

volunteers and whether students will be attending.  Please complete the slip before Monday 8 April. 

At this stage, we anticipate the voluntary donation to be approximately $470 per student. There is an option to pay 

smaller weekly or fortnightly voluntary contributions prior to camp. If this would suit you, you are able to start 

straight away. Please contact the Bell Block School Office to make the necessary arrangements. (Email 

office@bellblock.school.nz). 

 

 

Conrad Hailes 

Principal 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kia tupato! 

Be careful! 

Rerenga kōrero o te wiki 
Sentence of the week 
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